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some pressing practical problems, whereas basic research is directed towards finding
information that has a broad base of applications and thus, adds to the already existing
organized body of scientific knowledge.

Quantitative vs. rj:zm‘imsfv(--:)\Quantitative research is based on the guantitative
measurements of some characterstics. It is applicable to phenomena that can be expressed
in terms of quantitiesﬁlualitative research, on the other hand, is concerned with qualitative "
phenomenon, i.¢e., phenomena relating to or involving quality or kind. For instance, when we
are interested in investigating the reasons for human behaviour (i.e., why people think or do
certain things), we quite often talk of "Motivation Research’, an important type of qualitative
research. This type of research aims at discovering the underlying motives and desires,
using in depth interviews for the purpose. Other techniques of such research are word
association tests, sentence completion fests. story completion tests and similar other projective
techniques. Attitude or opinion research 1.e., research desi gned to find out how people Teél
or what they think about a particular subject or institution is also qualitative research.
Qualitative research is specially important in the behavioural sciences where the aim is to
discover the underlying motives of human behaviour. Through such research we can analyse
the various factors which motivate people to behave in a particular manner or which make
people like or dislike a particular thing. It may be stated, however, that to apply for qualitative
research in practice is relatively a difficult job and therefore, while doing such research,
one should seek guidance from experimental psychologists.

Conceptual vs. t.namrfmfsﬁw that related to some abstract idea(s) or
theory. It is generally used by philosophers and thinkers to develop new concepts or to
remterpret existing ones. On the other haﬁlﬁ%lpmcal research relies on experience or
observafion alone, often without due regard for system and theory. Itis data-based research,
coming up with conclusions which are capable of being verified by observation or experiment.

~ We can also call 1t as experimental type of research. In such a research it is necessary to

get facts at firsthand, at their source. and actively to go about doing certain things to
stimulate the production of desired information. In such a research, the researcher must
first provide himself with a working hypothesis or guess as to the probable results. He then
works to get enough facts (data) to prove or disprove his hypothesis. He then sets up
experimental designs which he thinks will manipulate the persons or the materials concerned
s0 as to bring forth the desired information. Such research is thus characterised by the
experimenter’s control over the variables under study and his deliberate manipulation of
one of them to study its effects. Empirical research is appropriate when proof is sought that
certain variables affect other variables in some way. Evidence gathered through experiments
or empirical studies are considered to be the most powerful support possible for testing a
given hypothesis.

Some Other Types of Research: All other types of research are variations of one or more
of the above stated approaches, based on either the purpose of research, or the time
required G ‘Search, on the environment in which research is done, or on the

basis of some other similar factors. Form the point of view of time, we can think of research
either as one-time research or longitudinal research. In the former case the research is
confined to a single time-period, whereas in the latter case the research is carried on over




